Lottery Licence

Lotteries, Draws and Raffles are in general terms, any distribution of prizes where the participants provide money to obtain the chance to win a prize, where no degree of skill or judgement has to be demonstrated.
Help for Heroes does not have a lottery license so any and all opportunity to raise funds via a lottery, draw or raffle are done so without our agreement. 

The Law: 

Lotteries conducted in order to raise money for charitable, sporting or similar purposes must be registered with the Local Authority. This is done in order to ensure that the public are not duped by unscrupulous people holding raffles for their own personal gain under the pretence of it being for charitable purposes (Generally speaking if the intention is only to sell cloakroom tickets for a lottery at the actual event and not before or outside then you may not need to register. Please see the section on Exemptions for further information).
 

All charities on whose behalf the lottery is being conducted must itself be registered with the Local Authority. The lottery itself must be conducted in a manner complying with the Gambling Act 2005, the requirements of the Local Authority and in accordance with the charities own Scheme.  A copy of the Scheme must be lodged with the Local Authority in advance of any lottery being conducted.

Lotteries must be registered with the Local Authority and after each draw a return must be made to the Local Authority detailing expenses and the amounts given out in prizes.
If ticket sales are likely to exceed £20000 in value for any one lottery or more than £250000 per calendar year, the Lottery must be licensed by the Gambling Commission and not the Local Authority.

 
Exemptions
 

Small lotteries do not need to be registered. To be classed as a Small Lottery the lottery must be conducted as an incidental part of some other event, such as a fete, bazaar or dance. These types of draw usually involve the sale of ‘cloakroom tickets’.

 

Note that:

 

· Tickets must only be sold on the site of and during the course of the event

· No advertisement for the event shall include the Lottery as the only or substantial inducement to attend the event.

· The result must be declared at the event.

· No money prizes shall be awarded 

· The whole proceeds of the event (including the proceeds of the Lottery) must be devoted to purposes other than private gain. However, sums may be deducted from the proceeds to help towards the cost of the event, printing of tickets and the provision of prizes.

 

